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Walter, Zemsky 
clash over health 
of WNY economy 


Assemblyman, state development chief 
have testy tug of war on Cuomo policies 


After the move, old hospital 
awaits its transformation 
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Howard A. Zemsky, left, and 
Raymond W. Walter interrupt 
each other at Albany hearing. 


By Tom PRECIOUS 


NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF 


ALBANY - A Western New 
York Republican lawmaker tan- 
gled Monday with the state’s 
economic-development chief 
over the level of credit taken by 
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s ad- 
ministration in the Buffalo ar- 
ea’s employment health. 

The exchange at a legisla- 
tive hearing between Assem- 
blyman Raymond W. Walter, 
R-Amherst, and Howard A. 
Zemsky, a Buffalo businessman 
who heads Empire State Devel- 
opment, came weeks after the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York reported that upstate’s job 
growth has been “losing steam” 
following gains after the last de- 
cade’s recession. 

After noting how most out- 
of-state firms that won award 
money from the state’s Buf- 
falo-based 43North business 
plan competition moved out 
of Buffalo after a year, Walter 
said Zemsky is hard-pressed 
to show precisely how the Cuo- 
mo administration’s policies, 


including the Buffalo Billion, 
have jump-started economic 
development in the region. 

“Our job here is to draw a di- 
rect connection between what 
we are doing with taxpayer dol- 
lars to that (economic) renais- 
sance, and I’m not convinced 
you can do that,” Walter said. 
“So if we could focus more on 
that than the platitudes.” 

Zemsky cut him off. “I don’t 
think anything I’m saying to 
be a tangent,” Zemsky said. He 
then jabbed at Walter. 

“My job has been to be in- 
volved with Buffalo and the re- 
vitalization of Buffalo in a way 
that, Assemblyman, you could 
have never imagined sitting 
in that seat for however long 
you've been in it. You’ve been 
opposed to projects that we’ve 
done,” Zemsky said. 

Walter then cut him off. “It’s 
not that I’m opposed,” he said. 

Zemsky then cut him off 
again. “You don’t know any- 
thing about the innovation 
economy,” he snapped. 

Then it was Walter’s turn. 
“As the governor does, you can 
comein and speak in platitudes, 
but you can’t actually draw the 
conclusion. ... All Pm asking is 
are we making the best invest- 
ment that we possibly can, and 
is that investment effective?” 
he said, as he went on to note 
the Federal Reserve report and 
said that most of the previous 
private-sector job growth in the 


See Zemsky on Page A10 


New guidelines issued 
for high blood pressure 


Millions will need 
to change lifestyles 


By GINA KOLATA 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - The na- 
tion’s leading heart experts on 
Monday issued new guidelines 
for high blood pressure that 
mean tens of millions more 
Americans will meet the crite- 
ria for the condition, and will 
need to change their lifestyles 
or take medicines to treat it. 

Under the guidelines, for- 
mulated by the American Heart 
Association and the American 
College of Cardiology, the num- 
ber ofmen youngerthan45 with 
a diagnosis of high blood pres- 
sure will triple, and the preva- 
lence among women younger 


than 45 will double. 

“Those numbers are scary,” 
said Dr. Robert M. Carey, pro- 
fessor of medicine at the Uni- 
versity of Virginia and co-chair 
ofthe committee that wrote the 
new guidelines. 

The number of adults with 
high blood pressure, or hyper- 
tension, will rise to 103 million 
from 72 million under the previ- 
ous standard. But the number 
of people who are candidates 
for drug treatment will rise only 
byanestimated 4.2 million peo- 
ple, he said. The rest should be 
able to meet the goals with life- 
style changes. 

Few risk factors are as im- 
portant to health. High blood 
pressure is second only to smok- 
ing as a preventable cause of 


See Guidelines on Page A5 


Derek Gee/Buffalo News 
After Friday’s move to the new John R. Oishei Children’s Hospital on Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus, the former 
Women & Children’s Hospital on Bryant Street is poised for a largely residential redevelopment “in quick fashion.” 


Women & Children’s site “I think it’s Sowhathappensnow? 
. : or starters, officials on all sides say 
readied for redevelopment important that they are determined not to let the former 
the community hospital gather dust before reuse begins. 
By JONATHAN D. EPSTEIN sees action there “I think it’s important that the com- 
AND KAREN ROBINSON anda good pace munity sees action there and a good pace 
; 2 with the redevelopment,” said Jody L. Lo- 
a a p eA meo, president and CEO of Kaleida Health, 

Doctors, nurses and patients have : ° which operates the new John R. Oisehi 
moved. The closed sign isup. After a whirl- neighborhood Children’s Hospital on the Buffalo Niaga- 
wind, 12-hour move Friday, it’s down to the deserves that.” ra Medical Campus. “That neighborhood 
last pieces of equipment. Jody L. Lomeo, deserves that.” 

Thekeys to the old Women & Children’s president and CEO, The developers closed Monday on the 
Hospital on Bryant Street in Buffalo were Kaleida Health, on $1 million purchase of the 8-acre site, ac- 
handed over to a development team led by future of 8-acre site cording to Kaleida spokesman Michael P. 
Nick Sinatra and William A. Paladino on 
Monday, Paladino said Monday evening. See Children’s on Page A10 


A backbencher no more, Higgins raises 
his voice in tax debate as Reed gains clout 


By JERRY ZREMSKI Advisers had the audacity to suggest that 
these corporate tax cuts would result in a 
$4,000 to $9,000 annual increase” in in- 


come in Middle America, Higgins said. “.. 


NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 


WASHINGTON - It was as if the mild- 


mannered backbench congressman from 
Buffalo stripped off his boxy pinstriped 
suit to reveal a silver spandex shirt with a 
big blue “D” on it as he as he suddenly be- 
came ... SuperDemocrat! 

Raising his voice to nearly a shout, Rep. 
Brian Higgins last week summed up his par- 
ty’sargument against the Republican tax cut 
plan as the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee finished its work on the measure. 

“The White House Council of Economic 


Derek Gee/Buffalo News 


Rep. Brian Higgins has akey role on 
House Ways and Means Committee. 


Another boldfaced lie by this White House 
perpetrated against the American people.” 

Hearing this, Ways and Means Commit- 
tee Chairman Kevin Brady banged his gavel. 

“The gentleman will suspend,” the Tex- 
as Republican drawled. “You’re over the 
guardrails on decorum in this committee.” 

Over the guardrails or not, Higgins 
kept on driving. 


See Higgins on Page A5 
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